
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



298 AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

"There is no improvement in political conditions which does not aid in 
the amelioration of social conditions; for improvement in social con- 
ditions is in many instances possible only where the pDiitical organiza- 
tion is reasonably good. On the other hand there is no improvement 
in social conditions which does not make easier the solution of the 
political problem; for the difficulty of the political problem in cities is in 
large measure due to the social and economic conditions of the city 
population." 

John A. Fairlie. 



The Government of the District of Columbia: A Study of Federal 
and Municipal Administration. By W. F. Dodd. (Washing- 
ton : John Byrne and Company. 1909. Pp. 298.) 

Mr. Dodd has presented a careful and valuable description of public 
administration in the District of Columbia, prepared almost entirely 
from official sources, but with occasional suggestions of criticism and 
proposed changes. The book will be of much service in explaining the 
government, not only to the citizens of the District, but to those else- 
where interested in the large subject of municipal government. 

Municipal conditions in "Washington have often been cited as an almost 
ideal example for other American cities. Mr. Dodd somewhat cautiously 
confirms this in his conclusion that the administration is conducted 
honestly and with a fair degree of efficiency; that political considerations 
do not interfere with the conduct of public affairs; and that complaints 
of fraud and corruption are infrequent. He does not, however, attempt 
any detailed comparison with other cities so as to make clear the better 
results secured in Washington. Nor does his discussion on finances 
bring out the fact that the expenditures of the District of Columbia are 
much greater than those of other American cities of similar size, or con- 
sider whether the results are greater or less than might be expected from 
the larger expenditures. 

Mr. Dodd does, however, show that the organization of public admin- 
istration in the District is still a complicated one; and indicates the many 
points of contact between the local authorities and the executive depart- 
ments of the national government. His account also indicates something 
of the sentiment in the District of dissatisfaction with the working of 
congressional control over appropriations and in favor or some local rep- 
resentation in the local government; but in discussing recent plans for 
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changes in this government, Mr. Dodd does not urge any radical changes 
or the introduction of any popular element. 

John A. Fairlie. 



Chapters on Municipal Administration and Accounting. By Fred- 
erick A. Cleveland, Ph.D., Director of the Bureau of Municipal 
Research. (New York: Longmans, Green and Company. 1909. 
Pp. xvi, 361.) 

The day is past when the problem of good municipal government can 
be considered as one having to do simply, or even primarily, with general 
political principles. It was probably well that, at the outset of the 
present great movement for the reform of city government, special 
attention should be given to the proper place of municipal governments 
in our general constitutional system, the extent and nature of the powers 
that should be conferred upon them, and the agencies and methods 
through which these powers should be exercised. Regarding this phase 
of the subject, we have now a large number of excellent works, and if 
complete agreement on all points has not been reached, we have at least 
a clear presentation of the factors involved upon which to base an intelli- 
gent judgment. 

This much has been accomplished; but, with that achieved, we have 
only laid the basis or cleared the ground for attacking the real problem of 
securing an honest and efficient administration of local affairs. This 
problem is the purely practical one of putting the internal organization 
and methods of business of municipal services upon a business basis. 
Here we have to do with questions which are not peculiar to governmental 
affairs but are identical with those of all important industrial under- 
takings. Even in these cases where the financial interests of the mem- 
bers are directly concerned, a realization has only slowly been had that a 
large concern must be conducted in quite a different way from a small 
one if the same efficient results are to be obtained. In proportion, as the 
scale of operations of an undertaking becomes broader, of more diverse 
character and greater complexity, the necessity becomes urgent that 
those having the direction of affairs shall have at hand means by which 
they can constantly keep themselves informed of exactly the condition of 
the business that is in their charge, the necessity for, cost of, and benefits 
received from, each operation and how affairs generally are being con- 
ducted in comparison with past experience and that of other similar 



